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SUNDAY SERVICES 

10:30 AM 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
9:30 AM 

(CHILDREN & ADULT) 
 

YOUNG ADULT SERVICE 
12:30 PM 

 
FIND US AT: 

11648 MC CULLOCH RD. 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 

 
CORRESPONDENCE: 

UUUS 
PO BOX 780997 

ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
32878-0997 

 
407 737-4018 

 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
www.universityuus.org 
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Eighteenth century philosopher, Jean-Jacques Rousseau saw man as basically good 
by nature, a "noble savage" from birth, but subject to the corrupting influences of soci-
ety. Some Christians, especially those who believe in the doctrine of original sin, con-
sider mankind to be universally degenerate and sinful at heart regardless of association 
with a particular group or civil ization. Can the study of “wild” children, separated by cir-
cumstance from normal psycho-social cultivation, tell us anything about mankind’s true 
nature? Andrew will try to straighten this mess out. 
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The history of Unitarian Universalism is replete with unexpected twists and turns that 
separated the movement from its Protestant origins in the 16th century. Even before the 
Unitarian and Universalist movements combined their efforts at the continental level, 
the theological significance of Unitarianism and Universalism expanded beyond the 
traditional understanding of these terms. Today, without relying on dogma or sacred 
documents, UUs believe that all li fe is sacred, all existence is interconnected, and that 
justice and compassion must be the foundation of our thoughts and deeds. We are for-
tunate to be able once again to welcome UU minister Rev. “Jack” Higgins to our po-
dium to chronicle this proud, rich history.  
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 Corporate Welfare involves politically favored treatment for certain corporations by 
government. Such government favoritism may be at the expense of citizens or at the 
expense of other, non-favored, competing corporations. This unbalanced treatment 
may be justified as "promoting economic development” or “increasing employment”. But 
when it causes competing companies to lay off employees or go out of business, it may 
result in a non-competitive environment and inflated prices. And guess who pays for it? 
�
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 Why does a widely acclaimed BAFTA, Golden Globe, and Academy Award-winning 
film draw such a negative reaction from some segments of our society? A Utah theater 
owner violated his contract by canceling the film two hours before show time. Several 
Christian fundamentalist groups lambasted the film without viewing it and before it was 
even released. Fox News talking heads described the film as "propaganda" that 
"glorifies homosexuality" and said that the Christian-themed "Chronicles of Narnia" de-
served greater recognition. A film critic on the Today Show called one of the main char-
acters "a sexual predator", but later was forced to apologize. Can UU principles (1, 3, 6) 
provide any guidance on how we might evaluate this whole affair? Mark will bring clips 
from the movie and share his ideas. 
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UUA TRUSTEE TIDBITS 
Joan Lund 
 
As I sit  at the computer writ ing the May column, windows open, sunshine, and breezes coming my way I am re-
minded how fortunate we are to live in Florida at this t ime of year. Early in April I attended the District Annual meet-
ing and enjoyed meeting many fine Florida District UUs. Thank you for being there. 
 
In my brief spoken report I mentioned an important upcoming pre-General Assembly event that I wish to encourage 
you to attend: “UU University”. This is a new program which was suggested by the Congregational Presidents con-
vening at GA last year. It  is intended to be presented every other year in synch with GA, to help new and continuing 
congregational leaders gain the knowledge needed to be effective in their congregations. For a day and a half preced-
ing GA “UU University” will offer specialized training designed primarily for current and future congregational 
presidents, financial and membership leaders, and all leaders involved in congregational leadership.  
 
The Rev. Dr. Peter Steinke will be keynote speaker for congregational presidents and he will discuss congregations as 
emotional systems and leadership in emotional systems. Rev. Steinke’s insights and skill will provide leaders with the 
inspiration and crit ical skills needed for the demanding work done by them in their congregations  
 
All of the presentations in “UU University” will be led by dynamic leaders. Financial leaders will learn about the lan-
guage of generosity, gain a solid understanding of effective stewardship, and build knowledge about managing your 
congregation’s money both in a presentation and workshop. 
 
Membership leaders will learn how to “repel” fewer visitors and close the invisible “ revolving door” in their congre-
gations, while exploring effective means of moving visitors to enthusiastic membership. This tract will be led by a 
congregation well-known for its success in welcoming, assimilating, and retaining its ever-growing congregation.  
 
Registration for “UU University”, June 20 and 21, 2006, is $95 per person, and is separate from GA registration. For 
more information and registration, including a downloadable flyer and sign-up form go to www.uua.org, type UU 
University in the search box, or contact me at jlund@uua.org. Registration ends May 31st…so don’t delay. I antici-
pate “UU University” will be a very worthwhile experience. You know you can also contact me with your Trustee 
concerns and questions. I look forward to hearing from you. 

From the President : 
  
Although our congregation is fil led with generous and caring people, sometimes we struggle with 
meeting the pastoral care needs of our members.  Some members have been held back from ask-
ing for assistance because they lack the knowledge of who to call.  Other members have held back 
from lending a hand because they don't know who is in need or who will join them in helping oth-
ers.  How can we change this situation?  What can we do to better serve our members? 
  
At its April meeting, the Board of Trustees posed these questions to Sylvia Friedman.  She and her 
husband recently moved to Orlando from Bethesda, Maryland.  Sylvia has a life-long passion for 
pastoral ministry and for seven years served as Director of the Pastoral Care Program at a large Unitarian church in 
Bethesda. With her wealth of knowledge and experience, Sylvia has offered to chair a steering committee to lay the 
organizational groundwork for our own pastoral care program.  This program will integrate our informal collection 
of resources into a cohesive program to better address the chronic needs of our infirmed members, provide episodic 
support to members suffering from life crises, and render spiritual, educational, and physical support to people lack-
ing social resources.  
  
I invite you to join Sylvia, me, and others, who find joy in supporting members of our community with pastoral care 
needs. It is up to us to shape our congregation into a community that consistently cares for its members. We owe it to 
ourselves.    
  
Allan  
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Adult RE :  We are continuing the 12-lecture series by Dr. James Hall on the philosophy of relig-
ion.  His lectures (via DVD) begin @ 9:40 and are followed by discussion.  It's not necessary to 
have attended the earlier lectures as each lecture deals with a separate aspect of religion and 
philosophy.  No homework, no tests and free donuts! 

 
The RE Summer Fun Program is Back! 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE PRESENTS SLATE OF NOMINEES FOR OPEN POSITIONS FOR 
2006/2007 YEAR�
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Alliance News for May:   
 
The Alliance Clearance sale made over $1500.00. Thank you all for contributing. Because we are limited 
on storage space, we are going to cut back on clothing. Please do not bring us outdated clothes, they do 
not sell. Brand names in good condition sell the best. Also, if you have a leftover garage sale, please call an 
Alliance member to see if there is anything we can use.  May is membership time for the Alliance. Our 
yearly fee is $10.00. We welcome everyone to join us and be a participant in social action. We gave 
$12,000.00 to the community last year. A detailed list will be in the June Oracle. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
 
 
Board Meet-
ing 7p 

4 5 
 
Movie 7p 
“Taken Pt 6” 
 
Tampa CON 

6 
 
 
 
Tampa CON 

7 
 
 
Investment 
Group 

8 9 10 11 12 
 
Movie 7p 
“Chocolat” 

13 
 
Free Inquiry 
1p 

14 
Potluck Sun-
day 
Mother’s 
Day 
YRUU 6-8p 

15 16 17 
Lunch 
Bunch 12 p 
 
Spirituality 
Group 7p 

18 19 
 
Movie 7p 
“Phantom of 
the Para-
dise” 

20 

21UUUS 
Quarterly 
Meeting 
 
Investment 
Group 
YRUU 6-8p 

22 23 24 25 26 
 
Movie 7p 
“Brokeback 
Mountain” 

27 
Book Dis-
cussion 
Grp 10 a 

28 
 
 
 
YRUU 6-8p 

29 
 
 
Memorial 
Day 

30 31    

May 2006 
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FLORIDA DISTRICT CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
MAY 5-7  CIN CON DE MAYO, ALL AGE CON, TAMPA 
MAY 24   WEST CENTRAL CLUSTER-3RD ANNUAL ALL CLUSTER UU RENEWAL SERVICE    
 WITH REV. WILLIAM SINKFORD. 
MAY 27-29  THE LEADING EDGE:  LEADERSHIP INTENSIVE, OVIEDO 
AUGUST 25-27  YOUTH ADVISOR TRAINING 

PROPOSAL FROM THE SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE FOR THE  ADOPTION OF A 
“FOCUS PROJECT”  BY THE CONGREGATION FOR THE 2006-2 007 YEAR: 
 
Whereas the UUUS Social Concerns Committee having solicited and received input from the membership to identify 
a congregational social concerns project for the July 2006 to June 2007 term, and having identified ten projects, did at 
their February meeting forward the following five projects to the board for the consideration of the membership at the 
2006 annual meeting, whereby the members shall identify the project that has majority support by means of one or 
more rounds of straw polling (in which members may vote for all of the projects that they support), they shall then 
have the option of making a motion to select the most supported project as the official congregational social concerns 
project for the July 2006 to June 2007 term. 
 1. To part icipate in the UUA Green Sanctuary Program to build awareness of societal environmental issues, to gener-
ate commitment for personal lifestyle changes, to motivate congregational action on environmental issues, to build a 
connection between spiritual practice and environmental consciousness, and to rectify environmental injustices. See 
http://uuministryforearth.org for more details. 
2. To contribute to the care provided at the Central Florida Coalit ion for the Homeless by reading to the children and 
by making sandwiches.  See http://www.centralfloridahomeless.org for more details 
3. To volunteer in support the Orlando 10,000 Villages Fair Trade project.  Making the world a better place by join-
ing the Ten Thousand Villages talented team of volunteers and helping to make the dream of a store in the Orlando 
area a reality.  Volunteers of all ages and backgrounds help in all aspects of starting the store-- raising funds, help-
ing with off-site sales and sharing our story. For more information See http://www.tenthousandvillages.com/ or con-
tact Jean Siegfried, Tel: 407-644-7213, e-mail: jspdq@aol.com.  
4. To defend democracy locally and nationally by: registering voters, speaking out against corruption, and joining our 
voices to UU organizations such as the UUA Washington Office for Advocacy and the Tampa UU Defending De-
mocracy Program.   See http://www.uua.org/uuawo/new/ for more details. 
5. To gather for frequent information sharing, letter writ ing and demonstration planning meetings to advocate for 
peace, justice, liberty and in defense of the oppressed both locally and globally. 



I invite you to participate in a remarkable statement for peace in Iraq on the National Mall in Washington, 
D.C. 

From May 11-14, the American Friends Service Committee will join with military families, veterans, Iraq 
war survivors, and peace supporters for “Silence of the Dead, Voices of the Living,” a four-day event that 
calls on Congress to bring our troops home now. 

Anchoring this event is the AFSC’s widely acclaimed traveling exhibition: Eyes Wide Open: The Human 
Cost of War. Eyes Wide Open features a pair of combat boots for each U.S. military casualty in Iraq and a 
dramatic new memorial to the Iraqis who have died in the war. 

Come for one day or for several. Experience the exhibit (and volunteer if you have time), join the silent 
march and speak out on Saturday, and take part in other activities. 

Visit http://support.afsc.org/site/R?i=H0U_JCEm2Z8I8LEvq5JKPg.. to get more information, sign up to 
volunteer, or send e-cards to invite your friends. We need as much help getting the word out and staffing 
the event as possible. 

If you are planning on coming into D.C. by Friday, May 12, we encourage you to call your Congressional 
offices and set up visits to talk about the human cost of war. 

Please take a moment now to invite your Congresspeople to attend the event. Follow the link below to in-
vite your Senators and Representative.  
http://support.afsc.org/site/R?i=jibSqLIaGD6pi_IfJ7KjQw.. 

I look forward to seeing you in Washington. 
Peace, 
 
Peter Lems 
for the Wage Peace Campaign 
 
Silence of the Dead, Voices of the Living is sponsored by the American Friends Service  
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UU Church of TAMPA EVENT “SPEAKING OUT ON MORAL VAL UES” 
FEATURES DONNA BRAZILE WITH LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS ACTI VISTS 
 
Plan to attend and help spread the word about our major upcoming event: “Speaking Out On Moral Values: Setting 
Priorities That Really Matter,” Tuesday, May 9, 6:30 p.m. at Comfort Inn Conference Center, 820 E. Busch Blvd. 
 
The free event features keynote speaker Donna Brazile, national media commentator and noted expert on grass-
roots organizing and voting rights. Ms. Brazile will be joined by a panel of Tampa Bay area speakers representing 
liberal faith communit ies and progressive organizations. 
 
Part of our UU Tampa’s Defending Democracy project, funded in part by the Fund for Unitarian Universalist Social Re-
sponsibility and the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, this community conversation is designed to help rally and 
inspire allies in other progressive congregations and organizations around common values. The goal is to transform 
the moral values dialogue which has dominated our country’s polit ics and culture in recent years from a mean-
spirited conversation based on prejudice and judgment to one that focuses back on the most fundamental American 
values of equality, justice and compassion. 
 
Don’t miss out on this excit ing event! If you’ve been frustrated with the limited discussion on moral values, this is 
your opportunity to change the subject to issues that matter most to you. This is also our opportunity as a congrega-
tion to serve as leaders of the local progressive community. The facility at Comfort Inn Conference Center will hold 
several hundred people, so invite as many people as you can! 
 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m., allowing an opportunity to learn how to get involved in local progressive organizations, 
with the speaker and dialogue program beginning at 7 p.m. No reservations are needed. If you have questions, contact 
Russ Patterson at 813-849-3919 or email: russellpatterson1@earthlink.net. 
 
WHAT: Speaking Out On Moral Values: Setting Priorities That Really Matter 
WHO: Keynote Donna Brazile with panelists from progressive Tampa Bay area organizations 
WHEN: Tuesday, May 9; doors open at 6:30 p.m., program begins at 7 p.m. 
WHERE: Comfort Inn Conference Center, 820 E. Busch Blvd., off I-275 

Summertime, Summertime...Are you (or someone you know) looking for a fun, ed ucational, in-
door musical activ ity for you and your child this s ummer? Come join us for one of our exciting Adv entu res 
Camps starting in June!  

 Kindermusik with Grow and Sing Studios http://www.growandsing.com/  is cur-
rently accepting registrations for Summer 2006!  
 This summer we are excited to offer:  

 Kindermusik Adventures: Peek a boo, I love you! Newborn - 18 months  

 Kindermusik Adventures: Creatures in my Backyard1 1/2 - 3 1/2 years old  

 Kindermusik FAMILY Adventures - Creatures in my Backyard Siblings newborn up to age 7  

 Sign and Sing: Session A – Beginner 3 months - 3 years old  

 Sign and Sing: Session B – Advanced 6 months - 3 years old  
  

407.970.2774        HTTP://WWW.GROWANDSING.COM 
 Class size is limited to ensure the highest quality  experience. Classes are filled on a first come, fi rst serve 
basis.  Classes filling fast. Enroll today.  
CLASSES LOCATED AT THE: Univ ersity Unitarian Univer salist Society (UUUS), 11648 McCulloch Road, Or-
lando, FL 32817   Please go to http://www.growandsing.com/  for registration and class information. There you 
w ill find registration forms which w ill explain our  fees and registration process. If you need help or  have any 
questions please email or call us!  
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University Unitarian Universalist  
Society, Inc. 
 
PO Box 780997 
Orlando, Florida 32878-0997 
 
Phone:  407 737-4018 
Email:  Universityuus@juno.com 
Website:  www.universityuus.org 
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