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THE CONNECTION 
VOLUME 14, ISSUE 2    FEBRUARY 2006 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES 

10:30 AM 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
9:30 AM 

(CHILDREN & ADULT) 
 

YOUNG ADULT SERVICE 
12:30 PM 

 
FIND US AT: 

11648 MC CULLOCH RD. 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 

 
CORRESPONDENCE: 

UUUS 
PO BOX 780997 

ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
32878-0997 

 
407 737-4018 

 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
www.universityuus.org 

February 5  

Rev. Ann Fuller   “ God and Spirituality for the Self-Processed 'Non-
Spiritually Inclined' "  

  
Not all Unitarian Universalists (UUs) claim spirituality as a part of their religious commu-
nal experience. This sermon addresse s the inadequacy of language and the care that 
must be taken to define concepts when engaging in religious discussions. In this ser-
mon, Ann makes no attempt to persuade the non-spiritual of the "truth" of spirituality. 
She simply hopes to bring greater understanding to her belief in the spiritual nature of 
human existence. 
  
Ann has completed a combined MA/PhD degree program in Divinity Studies, teaches 
adult religious education courses, and speaks at UU congregations in Central Florida. 
She is in the process of reading the required texts on the UUA Ministerial Fellowship 
Committee Reading List and working informally with Rev. Gregory Wilson in the area of 
pastoral care. Ann's professional goal is ministerial fellowship with the UUA. 
  

February 12  

Young Adults of University UUS  "Meaningful Relationships"  
  
The Young Adults of UUUS will lead the service and share their thoughts on relation-
ships, recognizing the importance of programming for Young Adults.  This year’s em-
phasis for contributions to the District's Florida Fund is on Young Adult and Campus 
Ministry. (See article on page 7 about the Florida Fund.) 
  
  
February 19  
Mark Spivey  “ Trends and Treks into Personal Human Freedom” 
  
Mark will take a look at how "advances" in American technology simultaneously serve 
us, yet cripple personal freedom of choice; and how these "mini strokes" wound the 
collective spiritual psyche. Some of the culprits are our favorite toys -- cell phones, 
blackberrys, and the computer chips that are meant to serve us. How could they jeop-
ardize our personal freedom? He will also consider the invasion of our personal privacy 
by president’s recent order to “eavesdrop” on Americans.   
  
 He is a Thanatologist and spiritual care specialis t w ith Hospice of Volusia/
Flagler. 
 

February 26 
Guest UU Minister  “TBA” 
  
The name, speaker bio, and subject wil l be placed on the UUUS website as soon as 
available and released in the order of service on February 19. 
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It was not by accident that in December we devoted a Sunday service to welcoming our infants 
and young children.  They are the life-blood of our families and the portals to our future. Neither 
was it an accident that in January we embraced our Charter Members, who thirteen years 
ago conceived the body of our church. They are the foundation on which we have built our pre-
sent Society.  So as the month of February unfolds, be not surprised to witness a celebration 
of the committed relationships that capture our hearts. It is fitting, therefore, that we invite our 
young adults to lead us in a dedication to the partners with whom we choose to navigate the 
channel of life.  
  
It is no easy task to make these things happen.  Each of us has played a role; each of us has of-
fered a sacrifice.  However, we as a community are finding it increasingly difficult to keep track of 
all the details which keep things running smoothly at our Society. In response to this need and in anticipation of the 
growth of our Society, the Board of Trustees has contracted with one of our own members, Mike Reid, to serve as a 
part-time administrator from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm on weekdays.  Mike will respond to telephonic and internet inquir-
ies, help support our volunteer committee work, and lay the groundwork for recruiting and employing an administrator 
next year.  Mike is reporting his progress to me each week.  I in turn, am reporting to the Board each month.  Mike 
will be supporting the work of our officers and committee chairs and empowering them to deliver a higher level of ser-
vice to our Society. I hope all of you will welcome Mike Reid in his new but temporary role. 
  
In closing, I would l ike to share with you a message from Ohiyesa, a nineteenth century physician born to the Santee 
tribe of the Dakota (Sioux) nation.  His grandmother, Uncheedah, once told him, "When you see a new trail, or a foot-
print you do not know, follow it to the point of knowing."  These words, spoken nearly two centuries ago, convey a 
message that still  resonates with us.  To some degree, these words also characterize our current search for elements 
that unify our generations. 
  
Allan March, President 

UUA TRUSTEE TIDBITS 
Joan Lund 
 
Greetings for the month of February, a time when our thoughts may turn to love. And what better “love” to have than for a wider 
UU world: our District. I write this column several weeks before it reaches your newsletter; the January District packet was full 
of exciting, wonderful, diverse, interesting February weekend opportunities available for our congregations and/or individual 
UUs. This column will highlight some of these, with the hope that you will want to participate in one or more of these offerings. 
 
The first February weekend brings a one and a half-day seminar led by Michael Durall, called Creating the UU Church of the 
Future, will be at the UU Fellowship at Vero Beach. His most recent book, The Almost Church: Redefining Unitarian Universal-
ism for a New Era, is a challenging and provocative critique of the UUA and our UU religion. I have heard Durall speak, read the 
book, and strongly suggest attendance at this conference. Because this is a fast-approaching event I suggest you telephone the 
District Offi ce to determine how you may participate. 
 
The next super weekend (February 11th-12th), devoted to social justice, will be held at the UUs of Clearwater, with Si Kahn, a 
noted social reform activist, songwriter, and author PLUS Rev. William Sinkford, UUA President. This is a not-to-be-missed 
event. Si, who began his work in 1965 in Arkansas, has worked for over 40 years as a civil rights, labor, and community organ-
izer and musician. He founded, and is the Executive Director of Grassroots Leadership. Included in the Saturday schedule will be 
a panel discussion with prominent persons involved in social justice law and the ACLU. Rev. Sinkford will be in the pulpit at the 
Sunday worship.  
 
If you miss hearing Rev. Sinkford in Clearwater, he will be preaching at the UU Church of Tampa on February 18th. Better yet, 
you are welcome both Sundays so plan to be in the congregation each Sunday Bill speaks.  
 
There will be an Interweave Convo, “ Accepting Ourselves, Accepting Each Other”, also in Clearwater, February 24th-26th. Con-
gresswoman Sabrina Sojourner will speak Saturday evening on “ Diversity and Living by the Heart”. Sojourner is the first open 
lesbian to be elected to the U.S. Congress and is a nationally recognized educator on diversity and multiculturalism. She is past 
Director of Diversity Programs and Woman of Color Programs for the National Organization for Women.  
 
Whew! A full month, for sure. I look forward to seeing you at some of these events. Stay in touch, in good health, and active in 
your congregation. I enjoy and profit from hearing from Florida UUs, and can be reached at jlund@uua.org or (813) 931-9727.  
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FEBRUARY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION : 
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OWL SCHEDULE:  (Our Whole Lives)  in February, Sunday 2/5 from 4-6pm, “Disability and Diversity,” 
Sunday 2/12 from 4-6 pm, “Sexual Orientation,”  NO OWL SUNDAY 2/19 DUE TO TRANS IN CON, Sun-
day 2/26 from 4-6 pm, “Relationship skills, thorny issues in friendship.” 
 
YRUU NEWS:  The group traveled to Gainesville in January for the JamaiCON, brought back great tshirts 
and had a w onderful time.  There have been Trans Out gather ings for those “aging out” of YRUU in the 
near future.  There w ill be a Trans In CON this month for those just joining the group, “aging in.”  Our youth 
are active and informed...be proud of their accomplishments and vision. 

�


��
� 
������
�����	�� 3�
��������
�
��4���� 
����
5��6�������
7��������
� � �
8����
7�����
���� ��"
���
2������
� ��
���
�������
���
�
4��������
.����� � �
��
)��������
9����� ����

���
������
��
��

:��� ����
7�������
���
��
�������
�
����"� ���
.����� ��
��
)��������
9����� ����
��
����
� ��
)9
%��"
�����
���
������
�������
��
���
�����

2��%���� ���
 �����	
���
������� �
��������
$�������;�
��"
�����
�����
������<�� �����
�������
�� ����
%�����
�% ������
������ ���
��4������

5�������
������ ����

������� ������
���
%����
�6%�������
���
������ �����
 
,���� ���
�������
���������
���	
&�
!11*�

5

����
=��
������%����
���
��
�����
�� /

��� ��������� 

��
�	
���� ��� ���
/

.)9

�����
2���������

5�� �/

'���
:�%����
&(1(
3�������
'����
5��6������� 
7�������
!!01>




Alliance Programs for February:  
 
February 7  

10:30am Continuing Bazaar 
11:00      Board Meeting 
Noon  Lunch, Board Report 

 
February 14  
   10:30am Continuing Bazaar 
   Noon   Valentine’s Day Pizza Party.  Tom Cook 

 will arrange for pizza to be delivered to 
 Gore Hall.  The cost per person will be ap
 proximately $4.00.  Please make sure 
 Tom has your reservation in advance.   

February 21  
   10:30am Continuing Bazaar, make sandwiches for 
  the homeless. 
   Noon  Lunch.   
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Share your Community, Live the Vision 
 
 
Community and sharing.  For most of us, these are the reasons w e join together in support of our congre-
gation, and so quite appropriately this w ill be the theme for our Canvass Pledge Campaign.   
 

We w ant to focus on w hat we love about the congregation and w hy we want to support it, about our 
dreams for the future and how  we, as a community, w ill achieve them.  We need to think about making and 
keeping the congregation viable, vital and responsive to the needs of its members and united for peace, 
love, and truth seeking.   

 
We plan to do a person to person canvass.  In doing so, w e hope to make the process more personal, 
more about w hat each member or friend cherishes and w ants to support.  We are envisioning the canvass 
visits as a dialogue, w here the tw o members share w hat UUUS means to them.  It is also a chance per-
sonally to thank each person for w hat they have done and are doing in support of UUUS.  It gives folks a 
real chance to ask questions or raise concerns about the details of the budget or new  directions that the 
congregation is taking.  A different kind of opportunity, because some people may never speak up in a 
large group meeting, or may not feel like their ideas are w orthy of note.   
 
The Canvass Cabinet, the operating committee for this year’s pledge drive, has been w orking to prepare 
for the upcoming canvass.  Jana Correa-Harvill and Barry Lundin have agreed to be the canvass co-
chairs.  Jana w ill direct the social and communications portions, w ith help from Joie Kohl, Social Co-chair, 
Nancy Milliron, Communications Chair, Bruce Schw artz, Gretchen Hobby and Jessica Schlenk.  Barry will 
head the canvass recruiting side of the cabinet.  Assisting him w ill be newcomer Bob Miller as Advanced 
Leadership Canvass Co-Chair, Paul Row ley, New  Member Canvass Co-chair, and Rachel Christensen, 
General gifts Canvass Co-Chair.  Ray Ferguson has agreed to be Canvass Treasurer. 
 
The next steps are to recruit the rest of the canvass team, and to plan our all-church celebration of the 
UUUS, that is scheduled to be held March 25th.  Mark your calendars and save the date.  It w on’t be the 
same w ithout you! 
 
 

February 28  
   10:30am   Continuing Bazaar 
   Noon  Lunch.  Presentation by Susan Anastasio 

and Tom Cook.  They will discuss their new 
project – Central Florida Heritage Founda-
tion. 

 
Penny Kfare Jacobs, Vice President, Programs    
 
We had a very successful Christmas Boutique and our 
proceeds were $1227.00. Our Christmas baskets made 
$322.00. The winners were Kathy Homblette,Bill Baker 
and Eva Brinson from Fuco and Bernie Lipten and Judy 
Anderson from the UUUS. The new underwear was dis-
tributed by the HealthCare Center for the Homeless. Our 
thanks to everyone. 
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 Not on the email list? Got a book suggestion? Call 
Steve Hall at 407-681-5066 or send an email to hallsorl@earthlink.net 
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&�� ����#&$�,��#%%�&�-�&�+��&#�&,	�� Our monthly dinner social welcoming all UUUS, Friends, 
and guests will be held at the home of Deborah and Steve Helle. We will gather at 6:30 pm on 
Sat., February 4th. Call the Helles 407-657-4530 for directions to their home and to discuss what 
favorite food item you will bring.  BYOB, please. The signup sheet will be posted on the green clip 
board on the back table of the church. Ya'll come!  For more information, call Janet March at 407-
977-0817 
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February 2006 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
 
Board Meet-
ing 7pm 

2 
 
 
Groundhog’s 
Day 

3 
 
 
Movie Night 
Taken 7pm 

4 1st Satur-
day Supper 
6:30 pm 

5 
Zen 2-4pm 
 
 
OWL 4-6pm 
YRUU 6-8pm 

6 7 8 9 
 
Great Deci-
sions 7pm 

10 
 
 
Movie Night 
The Girl in 
the Café 7pm 

11 
 
Free Inquiry 
Society 1pm 

12 Potluck 
Sunday 
 
OWL 4-6pm 
YRUU 6-8pm 

13 14 
 
Valentine’s 
Day 

15 
Lunch Bunch 
12 noon 

16 
 
Great Deci-
sions 7pm 

17 
 
 
Movie Night 
Camelot 7pm 
 
Trans In CON 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
Trans In CON 

19 
Quarterly 
Meeting 12 p 
 
Zen 2-4pm 
 
Trans In CON 

20 21 22 
 
Spiritual 
Explorer 
Covenant 
Group 6:30p 

23 
 
Great Deci-
sions 7pm 

24 
 
 
Movie Night 
Caddyshack 
7pm 
 

25 
 
Book Discus-
sion Group 
10am 

26 
 
 
OWL 4-6pm 
YRUU 6-8pm 

27 28     



Florida Fund Sunday 
 
On Sunday, February 12th, our congregation celebrates Florida Fund Sunday. The Florida Fund is an en-
dowment that supports our vision for vital long-term initiatives for a healthy, growing Florida District. 
 
The initiative we're focusing on this year is Campus Ministry. Why is this so important? Because we know 
many young adults resonate with our UU values. They are looking for answers that will help them make the 
decisions that will guide the rest of their lives. They are receptive and willing to test out new ideas. And 
many of those who try Unitarian Universalism will find that it's a good fit for them - the free, supportive, 
justice-centered religious home they never thought existed. 
 
Your commitment to our congregation shows how much you value Unitarian Universalism and its vital 
message in these challenging times. One well-known expert writes that we can know we're giving gener-
ously not when our contribution creates a change in the work we're supporting, but when it changes us per-
sonally! Your gift will support our mission for years to come: please give as generously as you are able, by 
making a special donation on Florida Fund Sunday. 
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UU Coaching Network 
UUCN is growing and invites you to join!  This non-profit association is a community of 
professionally trained life coaches anchored in the UU principles of compassion, integrity 
and inclusion.  To learn of its mission and how you can benefit from membership, please 
visit www.uucoachingnetwork.org   If you are considering hir ing a coach, UUCN is also a 
resource to find the right coach for you. 

 See Chicago!  Make Your Plans Now! 
 
The congregation of Countryside Church Unitarian Universalist invites you to join us for a week-
end getaway to the city of Chicago, June 2 - 4, 2006. 
For the two nights of your stay, you'll be hosted by members of Countryside's friendly and wel-
coming congregation in the northwest suburbs. Your weekend includes hearty dinners with enter-
tainment, breakfast at your host's home, and a full-day visit to the city. 
The highlight of the weekend is the city's celebrated architecture. Countryside has arranged for 
our guests to enjoy two of the best architecture tours the city has to offer. See the soaring towers 
of the downtown area, acclaimed landmarks, and the new Millenium Park, which features the 
work of world-renowned architects, planners, artists, and designers. 
 
After a busy Saturday in the city, you'll appreciate the peaceful setting of Countryside's award-
winning building and prairie garden. For details on this unique opportunity, email ccuu@ccuu.org 
or call 847-359-8440, xt. 1.  Don't delay! Reservations are due by April 15, 2005. 

 

“They say love is blindness of heart; I say not to love 
is blindness.”     Victor Hugo (1802-1885) 
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QUARTERLY MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT AND AGENDA 
 
I would like to announce the Quarterly Member Meeting, scheduled after the February 19, 2006 
Sunday Service.  I wish to propose the following Agenda: 
  
    1. Call to order - Allan March, President 
    2. Approval of minutes from the November meeting - Chris Reid, Secretary 
    3. Treasurer's report - Bill Long, Treasurer 
    4. Committee reports - Dayle Peabody, Vice President 
    5. President's report - Allan March 
    6. Old Business 
        a. Approval of Vision Statement (below) 
    7. New Business 
        a. Approval of the opening of a UUA General Investment Fund account by the Investment 
Committee - Lisa Ruckman  
        b. Introduction of the Canvas Cabinet Members and the canvas campaign plans - Barry 
Lundin and Jana Harvill-Correa 
    8. Next meeting announcement and adjournment - Allan March   
             

VISION STATEMENT 
 
M
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GARDENERS NEEDED…. 
 
The Facilit ies Committee is looking to put together a team of folks who can, 
on occasion, assist in the research of new plants, maintenance of garden beds 
and planting of new and expansion of existing plantings.  Our mission is to 
keep a beautiful landscape that is environmentally friendly, low maintenance 
and zone appropriate.  See Dutton Ashcraft or Lisa Ruckman if you have ex-
perience and would like to join the Garden Team. 

What is a Chalice Lighter?   
 
A Chalice Lighter is an individual who pledges to respond with a contribution when the call 
comes to help in the Florida District. “UUs helping other UUs in their growth and in grow-
ing Unitar ian Universalism.”  Lighting the chalice means helping a Unitar ian Universalist 
society cross a major threshold towards growth.  It is an opportunity for 
individuals to provide financial support: 
 
-for starting new congregations 
-by helping an established society to call a minister 
-by assisting in the purchase of a building 
-by helping establish or improve a Religious Education Program 
-by contributing to other outreach projects 
 
Being a Chalice Lighter brings you the joy of watching your contribution to a call multiply 
to a grant to support the growth of our liberal religion in the Florida District.  The more of 
us who take the Chalice Lighter pledge, the more the program will have to offer to growing 
congregations. 
 
Please contact the Florida District with your name, address, email and congregation to be-
come a Chalice Lighter.  Florida District of the UUA, 1901 E. Robinson St., Suite 18, Or-
lando, Florida 32803.  Phone:  407 894-2119.  Email:  UUAFLDIST@aol.com 
 
“You possess only a small light, but uncover it, let it shine.  Use it in order to bring more 
light and understanding to the hearts and minds of men and women.  Give them not hell, but 
hope and courage.”  - John Murray, Founder of Universalism in America. 
 
Keep the spark alive and answer the Chalice Lighter’s call to support the greater UU move-
ment! 



�

University Unitarian Universalist  
Society, Inc. 
 
PO Box 780997 
Orlando, Florida 32878-0997 
 
Phone:  407 737-4018 
Email:  Universityuus@juno.com 
Website:  www.universityuus.org 

SUUSI 2006      July 16 - 22, 2005   Virginia Tech, Blacksburg VA  

SUUSI is an "intentional community" of approximately 1,000 Unitar ian Universalists who 
gather in July to explore our interconnectedness, learn new ways of seeing our world and 
each other, delight in the joys of meeting old friends and making new ones, share outdoor 
adventures, dance, and sing.  

SUUSI offers a great, affordable vacation for singles, couples, and families. Together, we 
create a week of conversation, of reflection, of activity, of family. About 1/3 of the partici-
pants at each SUUSI are coming for the first time, and discover how quickly they can be 
welcomed warmly and invited into a community. At SUUSI, we are challenged intellectu-
ally and nurtured spiritually. We can stay up all night dancing or making music, and spend 
all day communing with nature or exploring your personal growth. There are special pro-
grams for youth, teens, and young adults - so be sure to bring the whole family. 

This extremely affordable trip can be made even more affordable by becoming a member of 
the staff. Positions range from childcare, to computer support, to nature guide. Vis it the web-
site to learn more (www.suusi.org) or talk to one of the many members of UUUS who have 
attended (Julie Barrett, Link Christensen, and Dutton Ashcraft to name a few). Several of us 
are making plans for this year. Join us! 


