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UUA TRUSTEE TIDBITS 
Joan Lund 
 
Happy holidays everyone. This is the time of year when the various ways of giving may be in our plans 
and practices. As you know our UUA President, Rev. Bill Sinkford, believes strongly in giving and that our 
religion’s future lies in reclaiming our rightful place as the preeminent voice of a giving, liberal religion. 
Our message is of liberating, hopeful, and justice-making love and we are about vital work in these areas. 
This month’s and next month’s column will be about the resources it will take to make our faith grow a vi-
tal, strong, liberal religion.  
 
To this end we need to encourage the health and vitality of our congregations in their ministries. This is our 
Association’s first priority. Specifically we need to create more programs and ministries for children, youth 
and young adults so that diverse interests are respected within our congregations. Free, on-line, cradle-to-
grave religious education curricula and resources for all congregations must be developed. Our Association 
needs to continue nurturing relationships and promote spiritual growth through new programs and small 
group ministries. Of course lay-leadership, staff training, and improved congregational management will 
continue to be important 
 
We also need to open our doors to folks who desire a liberal religious community… children and all fami-
lies plus people of all backgrounds and cultures. This will mean advertising and marketing at several levels 
to make our congregations known. We will need to attract young adults through campus ministry programs 
and significantly financially support start-up congregations.  
 
We also have to continue being a respected public voice for liberal religious values, going beyond resolu-
tions to visible participation in the public controversies of our society. This will include establishing part-
nerships with other religious groups so that we may work together in our shared values. Congregations and 
individuals will need training on how to engage in important public discourses. We will need to provide 
training for our religious professionals and lay leaders on engaging with the media so our positions on is-
sues may be shared. Our partnership with the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) needs sup-
port and strengthening as we advance justice throughout the world.  
 
Next month I will write about the UUA Comprehensive Capital Campaign’s strategic plan to achieve the 
“dreams” of our President and Association. Rev. Sinkford is asking for our thoughts and care as “we” move 
into the coming years and beyond. You know I relish hearing from Florida UUs and can be reached at 
jlund@uua.org. May one and all be safe and healthy during the holidays and into the new year. 

GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:    
ZEN MEDITATION:  Zen continues to meet the 1st and 3rd Sundays, from 2-4 pm.  This month, the dates 
are December 4th and 18th.  All are welcome! 
BOOK CLUB:  This group is meeting December 3rd, combining November and December. Please check 
the website for further information, or contact Steve Hall. 
LUNCH BUNCH:  Third Wednesday, December 21st, Roy Scherer will be speaking.  
FREE INQUIRY SOCIETY:  No meeting at UUUS in December.  
SPIRITUALITY COVENANT GROUP:   The group is taking December off and will begin anew in Janu-
ary. 
COUNCIL MEETING:  Thursday, December 1, 7pm. 
BOARD MEETING:  Wednesday, December 7, 7pm. 
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DECEMBER RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:    
 
Classes meet on Sundays at 9:30AM. Snacks and activities are avail-
able for the children during the 10:30 church service. 
  
During the last two Sundays of December (Christmas Day and New 
Year's Day) we will not be having formal religious education. However, 
childcare and activities will be available during the service. Here is the 
religious education schedule for December: 
  
PreK to 1st Grade : Jen, Justine, and Morgan will be celebrating the many world Holidays of the 
season, such as the Hindu Festival of Lights, Hannukkah, and Christmas! 
  
Grades 2-5 : On the 4th, the children will learn another Bible story through the use of an episode 
of the Simpsons. The next two Sundays will focus on the story of Moses, and the birth of Jesus. 
  
Middle School : The kids will be learning about mainstream American Christian Faiths, and will be 
taking a field trip to a service in a large Methodist congregation. 
  
Adult Religious Education : 
December wraps up the wonderful program hosted by Roy Scherer entitled A Holy Curiosity. Join 
us in January as we begin a drop-in discussion of The Prophet by Kalil Ghibran. This will be led 
by Bob Goble. 

Neighboring Faiths 

Middle School RE  

        The middle school students of our church have been studying two religions so 
far: Hindu and Quaker.  They have visited a church service for each religion and have 
enjoyed them both.  I attended both and liked the people and what they do there. 

        First we went to the Hindu Temple.  They did not allow us to take any pictures 
but, trust me, it  was gorgeous!  They had 22 art ists come from India and carve out a 
temple.  This was not a one-day project.  It  was like a 6 month project for around 50 
people.  When we went, we had a lady give us a tour.  She told us who each god (or 
goddess) was. Then a priest gave us holy water and we were blessed.  It  was a lot of 
fun looking at the carvings and the elaborate statues.  They also had a gift  shop that we could get books from. 

        After that we went to a Quaker meeting.  We went in and we were welcomed and then we all took our seats and 
realized that when we took our seats, the meeting began. For those of you who have not been to a Quaker meeting 
before, it is easy to sum up. From 9:30 to 10:30 we sat in complete silence.  When one of the members felt like they 
had something to say, they stood up and said it . Then the congregation (which was very small) could dwell upon 
that.  I found it hard, but fun. Having an hour to sit back and put life on pause was very helpful. 

        For the holiday season, we are going to go to a very big Methodist church.  Perfect for Christmas and all of the 
holiday season.  We are all looking forward to it. 

Tessa Barrett  
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ALLIANCE NEWS AND PROGRAMS FOR DECEMBER 
 
Programs for December: 
 
December 6  

10:30am Continuing Bazaar 
11:00      Board Meeting 
Noon  Lunch, Board Report 

December 13  
    2:00pm  Christmas Tea at 530 E. Central Blvd. (Community Room) hosted by Vicki Kirkland.  

Please meet at Church at 1:45 to carpool due to limited parking.   
December 20  
   10:30am Continuing Bazaar 
   Noon Lunch; Hybrid Show and Tell – Several UU Hybrid owners will show-off their automo-

biles.  
December 27  
   10:30am   Continuing Bazaar 
   Noon  Lunch; Annual White Elephant Exchange.    
 
 Penny Kfare Jacobs 
Vice President, Programs 
 
     Happy Holidays! Our Christmas Boutique will open December 2nd in the church library. We will 
close it on December 20th. In the past year, we've stored lots of new and gently used holiday 
items. We welcome your contributions and help. We will also be raffling Christmas baskets and 
use the money for new underwear for the Homeless. 
     The Fuco garage sale was very successful and our share is $625.00. Thank you Alliance 
members for all your hard work. 
     Last month we gave $500.00 to the HealthCare Center for the Homeless and $500.00 to the 
indigent fund at Planned Parenthood of Greater Orlando. 

:   PARTY!   PARTY!   PARTY!
  Let's welcome the beginning 
of the winter holidays with a 
"1st Saturday Gathering" at the 
home of Allan and Janet 
March on Dec. 3rd at 6:30 pm. 

PARTY!   PARTY!   PARTY !  Let's welcome the beginning of 
the winter holidays with a "1st Saturday Gathering" at the 
home of Allan and Janet March on Dec. 3rd at 6:30 pm. In-
stead of a sit-down dinner the meal fare will consist of light to 
heavy hors d'oeuvres and BYOB (bring your own booze/
beverage). Dress will be casual. As usual, I'll post the sign-up 
list on the green clip board on the table at the back of the 
church hall. We will call you to discuss what you would like to 
bring and to give you directions to our home at that time. 
NEWCOMERS WELCOME!  Here is another opportunity to 
enjoy each other's company in a casual setting!  Janet March 407-977-0817 
jmarch@cfl.rr.com 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   Nov 30 
 
 
Movie Night 
6:30 pm 
“The Third 
Man” 

1 
 
Council 
Meeting 
7pm 

2 3 Book Club 
10am-12pm 

 
 YRUU 
Lockin 
6pm 

4Child 
Dedication 
Ceremony 

 
 
Zen 2-4p 

5 6 7Movie Night 
6:30 pm 
“Midnight 
Clear” 
 
UUUS 
Board Mtg 
7pm 

8 9 10 

11 
 
Pot Luck 
 
YRUU 6-8pm 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 
 
 
Zen 2-4p 
YRUU 6-8pm 

19 20 21 
 
Lunch Bunch 
12 noon 

22 23 24 

25 
 
CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
 
NEW YEAR’S 
EVE 

December 2005 
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INVESTMENT CLUB SEEKS INTERESTED MEMBERS:  Several members have sug-
gested a covenant group be formed to discuss personal investment strategies, such as stocks, 
bonds, gold, mutual funds, hedge funds, currency “plays,” etc.  If you have an interest, 
please contact Bill Long (407 647-4563) or Landon Viles (407 345-8827). 
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CHRISTMAS DINNER:  Come join us for a traditional 
Christmas feast on Christmas Day.  We will begin around 
12:30pm, for fellowship and preparation.  Everyone brings a 
dish to share, coordinated by Kathy Anderson (407 425-
1065).  The meal will be around 1pm.  Our speaker, Court-
ney Roberts, will begin about 2:15 and those not wishing to 
join in the meal are welcome to come for dessert and coffee. 
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